
 
 

September 30, 2013 

UHC Special Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order at 7:15 pm.  

Intro by Mickey V. Happy to see such a large turnout. This is an Awareness Meeting, not an attack on 

anyone. We need to work together to curb the extremely dangerous situations.  

 Our next UHC meeting is a Plan of Action Meeting. 

There has been a formal complaint with the Attorney General's Office. 

First Question is from Dave Bradley who complains about 911 reaction times. 

 Capt. Stabler answered with the BPD is committed to adapting and overcoming to doing the 

best they can with what they have. 

Mike P. from UB Community Relations states that he has shut down some illegal frat houses by 

monitoring Facebook and open to suggestions. 

Polly from Custer St. lives next to 99 Custer, a Miranda property, complains about the noise and the 

partying. States that she has called him and nothing has been done. 

 Mike Miranda states that he has not received any of her calls and wants to be called if there are 

problems on his properties.  

 Chief Beaty informs the meeting that there is no specific time noise has to be endured and to 

call at anytime, day or night. 

Sr. Jeremy stated that in 2003 parties were out of control and she and several others walked the streets 

on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays  three weeks in a row to these parties to break them up and it 

worked. She repeated this in 2004. She suggests this "sting" approach and to bring the kids to UB Police 

for them to take care of them. 

Mickey read a piece from the Spectrum on how kids should fill empty water bottles with vodka and start 

drinking on the bus on their way to the Heights. 

 It was stated from the floor that anyone can get on a UB bus and states that she has used the 

bus. A suggestion was made to breathalyze the students going to and coming from the Heights. 



 
 

 Mike P. states that UB buses are supposed to have everyone swipe a card to gain access to ride 

the bus. UB students wanted 24/7 hours for the buses and it comes out of their fees to get to 

the library. 

 Chief Beaty states that on fridays and saturdays 800 kids are not using the bus to go to the 

library. 

Jake who is a UB student, member of the UHC and the President of the Merrimac Block Club stated that 

taking an adversarial position won't work that maybe changing the type of students that live in the 

Heights. Organize a house committee to work out problems. Also states that when buses stopped 

at 2AM he would cram his car with kids and drive back and forth to parties causing a dangerous situation 

for a possible DUI problem so which is better?  

 Jake wants to get good students, young families into the Heights with low interest loans from St. 

Joseph's to work on abandoned houses and bring them up to code to live in the Heights as good 

neighbors. 

Aaron K. took issue with someone from the floor calling the students "babies" that they are adults and 

can't be told what they can and cannot do, and that a lot of students are doing good things in the 

Heights. 

Herman Huntly  asks if there is an orientation for freshman on how to be good neighbors living in the 

Heights.  

 Mike P. students get citations if they get into trouble and can even be suspended is it is a 

recurring problem. 

 A representative from the Montrose BC suggests that inviting the kids to the BC party and to meet the 

students when they move in to offer help if needed made the kids feel like they belong in the 

neighborhood. 

Councilwoman Bonnie Russell suggests getting older students in a housing committee to talk to the 

people in the problem houses when parties are happening. Jake says they need the help of 

the UB police. 

A suggestion from the floor wants to know why kids are not stopped when they are on the street with 

open containers. 

 Capt. Stabler that it is being done but there are not enough cops. 

It was asked from the floor why UB police can't police the streets where the students live? 

 Capt. Stabler answered that UB police don't have jurisdiction on our streets unless called by 

BPD. 



 
 

 Bernie Tolbert stated that he was pulled over by a UB police officer once. 

 Chief Beaty states that there is a Memorandum of Understanding which means the UB police do 

not have jurisdiction unless called in by BPD. 

Capt. Stabler suggests monitoring the buses and making a course on the dangers of large 

parties mandatory. 

Roseanne C. understands students rights and mentioned that there are good students such as Jake, 

Aaron, Darren and Matt. She also mentions a phone call she received from a mother of a student who 

didn't want to live on campus anymore, who wanted to know if there was a "safe" place for her child to 

live in the Heights. She told the woman to keep her child in the dorm because he/she will not be safe 

because of his/her behaviors. If a student is breaking the law they will be arrested, evicted and expelled. 

Oswald Mestre states that he lives in the Canisius area and residents there say the same thing. He 

suggests that you let the students know who you are and what is expected and if that doesn't work call 

911, but think of the alternative of not having students living in our houses because we could open 

ourselves up to the criminal element of the east side moving in. We want students instead 

of gangbangers. 

Roz R, says we don't want to cast blame, but solve the problem. She spoke of an Albany professor solved 

the problem. Suggested getting to know your students on your street. But if there is a problem call the 

underage drinking phone number and they will come and break up the party. 

May from Highgate suggested bringing in coffeehouses instead of bars on Main St. Said that 

some Highgate residents are afraid to call 911 and have been threatened by party houses if they do call. 

Senator Kennedy said the Heights is the best place to live because of all the concerned citizens we have. 

He stated along with Chief Beaty that if you call  911 and say you want to be anonymous that your info is 

not sent with the call and you will remain anonymous.  

 Senator Kennedy thanked everyone for participating and that he is working with the Mayor and 

the Common Council to solve this problem with us. 

Someone from the floor asked what to do if they know a party is going to happen before it starts what 

can be done.  

 Capt. Stabler said the police will go to the house and speak to the residents that way if called, 

they know who is responsible. The BPD welcomes these tips. 

Miranda complained that he gets tickets for noise violations and wants to know why tickets cannot be 

given to the resident, doesn't feel he should get the ticket if he is not the person making the noise. 

Wants tickets left in mailbox. 

 



 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm 

Please visit our website http://www.ourheights.org/ for updates on agendas and minutes from previous 

meetings. 

 

The next general UHC meeting will be Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at 7:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

http://ourheights.us6.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=32b5532a9b&id=7874883eff&e=967dc89aa7

